Didn't make enough copies. Tired not hung over from long nights of drinking and talking, 
for Post file. I should have thought to make a record of this explanation of who took the anti- 
lead on the inside. Fortunately I am forthright because I did not know that Norma* had checked me 
first and I did tell him, in telling him of the WG book, of the stories V/oodward nixed, esp. the 
Hunt one# So he knevj the animus and the reason® 


i 


j 

) 


A 

>4 




$ 



Hear Jim, 


4/11/75 


you g -t thi you wiU know th .t I have? arranged new fe. lessee counsel 
for both ordinal and civil suits if acceptable all around. I xaov, of him only tfhut 
Jim fcKinley says of him and that he did get the novelist acquitted in that famous 
murder case" in wliich he did coinmit the murder. I recall vaguely that Ids grandfather 
was governor. ile seems to have the right kine oi inmily ties ior that o. sue. uc. 

is Jim's idea that uo go xo see hin and find out if we can all work together 


in harmony. 

Going into this kept us fro. going into some areas of fact, in part because he 
was delayed a day getting horo. .Not because we drank fairly heavily, for we kept 
going through tout until we dined together last night, (t/hix~- io is oho first h^&vy 
drinking I've don-, since the press party at Memphis I held up well an- have no liang- 
over this a.iu.J I think the drinking helped us relax. It also helped him be more^ 
forthright and as I expected after Bud's trickery he would like to pin Hu. to the 
wall# i*e understands that everything I have said about sud is oil the rocoru and xhac 
if he uoe3 it he uoos it on his o wn# 

I don't know if he realizes it but he is back to the forouilation I ave him in 
i’ioxaphis. he seems to bo excitea aoout it and I tnink it is stili. the Post approach. 

when he loosened up and relaxed J. learned more about the Playboy situation, got 
confirmation of the old attitude toward me ana why, and found at that their aatipa thy 
toward Guicoione and Penthouse is not because he is a business competitor. x t steps 
from what lie is, from things lixe our own experience. 

Jeff Norman checked mo out with Woodward and He vnstein# V* oodward said I was 
either a nueiance or gave them nothing of value or botn. •“©rBt&ein said 1 nevei ^ave 
them a single bad tiling o* tried to steer them wrong in any way, was quite helpful. 1 
then explained none of my experiences with both oi them and the paper, just, xOi /iin 
knowledge and Norman's if it is of any interest. (Norman's decision and etx’angly 
favorable recommendation was based upon his reading of ry v?ork# ) He knows the stories 
Woodv/ard would not touch and their proof, enough but not all, and he knows it is all 
in a long draft of a book. What thi;; dees for me is confirm my suspicion of the origin 
of the Bennett connection and its consequences, all already written. 

The guy who had been my enemy at Playboy was recently fired alter bein^ shunted 
out of the main office. Ilis formula for the iiay story was from Jim to come back from 
the interview with a confession- huio all over again! 


Jim has done so mu of his own checking o.* the tory. He lias learned that Benny 
Edmondson is back in Missouri, lias boon int*. rviewed by an AP roan named Iiall and says 

the whole Bui story about him and Hay is a liary tale. 

He al 3 c knows that Jimmy ran a litxle business on tile side in the pen, on speed, 
but says the wordis that he sold it at the lowest markup. 1 had known this. 

The probability is that what they will do at Pxayboy ana Playboy hress on my JFK 

work will take some time. He can't control this ana probably* can* t influence. I told 
him that my i.dtial interest is in a commitment so we'll know where we stand and they 
can bo in on the new stuff if they so desiro. we each understand the situation of the 


bureaucracy. Playboy's. 

To got themselves out of the meES their playing with Lane and Garrison cost them 
Pl&yQoy ham to waste about J2, 400,0001 The attitude toward me i thaw 1 aci ooo hardno^ed. 
(They seem not to have put these two together, either!) I told him that if there is any 
interest in the oast there they can get my KLnuteman stuff from Finley, ask themselves 
what kind of job I did for then at their request back in early 1906 and check the files 
on 'whether or not 1 hud done this lor thee ^na whether or not 1 when alleged liad 
been double-crossed by both Borden and tne xisher/Good combo at Playboy • I adeted teat 1 
think t/tat material will still make an excellent book fcouay an, that 1 don 1 1 want to do it. 

I’ll have a rough day today because I never got to even open most of yesterday's mail 
ana there will be today's. I'm al30 tired. I did open several 1 tters ith "etroit-area 
postmarks. The reaction to the all-night show I did is good, very good. But the weariness 
will b eased by the little Bushmills that remains in the bit tie Jim brought and we almost 
emptied the first nignt. Best, 1M 


